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War



On the eve of war
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Conghanr; as around sixteen hundred. This population was not much smaller than the present day but
the demography was very different. There were fouraamhc one in each of the villagesand the total

average attendance was three hundred. Conversely there were relatively few people over the age of
sixty. There was a large population of young adglthose aged between eighteen and thirtyand
despitethe absence of motor vehicles the villages were noisy and bustling places.

The railway station at Roydon provided employment and carried goods and people into and out of the
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to the surrounding villages. As Gayton did not have a station at this time it was a less accessible place
than Grimston and considerably smaller.

There were two grocers in Grimston and another in Pott Row and in addition thene butchers and a
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office was in Grimston. Coal and fish were delivered around the villages. There were six pubs around the
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rather than part of a regular routine. There would have been a lot of peoplenar the village at all times

of day and our predecessors would have been surprised at how quiet the villages have become.




Life at Home

When philanthropists such as Rowntree made a study of rural life early in the century they were
surprised todiscover that poverty was just as prevalent in the country as in the towns and that poverty
was found in all counties including Norfolk.

Agricultural labourers faced two big problems. Firstly there was the uncertainty of wages which could
vary immenselyrbm season to season according to the availability of work and no work meant no pay.
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bonus but it could be taken to be worth about 1s/6d a week and wémesred accordingly. Furthermore

it was of variable quality and, most importantly, it was the cause of constant insecurity. Moving or losing
your job meant moving or losing your home and many families moved house between the 1901 and 1911
censusprobablybecause the earner changed employer.
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of the men killed in the war lived in houses with four rooms or less. The problem of living in a small house
with only an outside toilet and possibly a shared tap was compounded by the large size of many families.
There was a lower infant mortality rate in rural communities than in the cities and this was cited in the
poverty reports as both a blessing and a curéenongst the war memorial families there were fourteen
families with six children or more and five was about average. Thus eating, sleeping aodddayliving
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was probably exacerbated as children grew into young adults. In such families it was no wonder that
Mum and Dad sometimes had to rule with a rod of iron or the copper stick and it is also no wonder that
men chose to spend evenings in the villagegub

Mother was the linchpin of any family. A woman who could budget efficiently, cook well and was good
with her needle was indeed worth a price above rubies as her skills could ensure tHeeinglland
happiness of the family. It was genuinelytruedhda & G KA & GAYS ab 62YlFyQa
the role of women to try and make the family budget stretch to cover expenditure and to provide a good
diet although this was actually impossible and every family had a diet deficient to some esteityun
protein. Throughout the summer women were vigilant for anything they could preserve for the long hard
months of winter and they made jam, jellies, and pickles and sometimes even wine. Almost all clothes
were hand me downs or make do and mendm@&damilies were lucky enough to have a contact in one of
the big houses or a family member who was better off and would hand down their clothes; some mothers
may have found the odd 6d to contribute to a clothing club. In addition to shopping, cooléaging,
childcare and trying to keep clothes serviceable and mended women often took on work outside of the
home, charring being a last resort. Mothers were the least-fedllin any family; many women rarely ate
meat the bulk of which was reserved fortlvage earner.

Fathers were busy outside the home. At some times of the year such as harvest they would work from
dawn till dusk and often the older children would join them. Men whose work involved tending the
livestock worked seven days a week and hgvinished work at dusk, the horsemen would be expected

to return to the farm to settle the horses around 8p.m. Leisure time was minimal .Many families had large
gardens in which they grew vegetables, kept chickens or maybe even a pig. These gardelatnasiots|
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growing the maximum amount of nutrition.
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children. With no cars, no large expanse of water nearby and a community in which most people knew
each other if only by sight it was comparatively safe for children to run free once schooling and chores
were over. However, girls were always expected to hiblgir mothers in the home with washing,
cleaning or caring for smaller siblings and with money scarce boys were expected to find paid work
whenever and wherever they could. They might work for a local shop keeper or butcher before school or
at weekends ad although the pay was very little probably about 9d (4p) a week it made a big
difference to the family budget. In most families work took precedence over school for purely economic
NBI d2ya FyR lye o2& g2dzZ R G 1 Sentwaddn dffer2Lffetbecani@fa? 2 f
little easier when more money started to come in i.e. when children began to earn and contribute to the
family budget. Grown children working awayirls in service, boys in the arngywould try and send
money home whenevethey could and this was especially welcome as it did not come with an extra
mouth to feed. All families strove to avoid debt. On such a small income debt once incurred was
extremely difficult if not impossible to repay.

Although there were probably sonfey G KS @At 3S ¢gK2 FStid OGKFdG afA
there were many others who found real happiness in their families, their gardens and the special days in
the year. Others who were devout Christians would have found solace antbitan their faith. The
majority probably accepted their lot with stoicism and worked hard to make life as pleasant as possible.
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Going to work

The main activity of the community was agriculture. There are thirteen farmers listédSii £ @ Q& 5 A N
and these were supported by three blacksmiths (including Miss Mary Taylor) two vermin catchers and a
mole catcher, a wheelwright, two harness makers, a threshing machine contractor, a sheep dipping
contractor and Mr John Dodman Smith thet. Most of the young men worked on the farms, others were
employed in construction or on the railway. The average national wages before the war was 16/9
(approx. 87p) for a fifyeight hour week. For agricultural workers it was around-186p) for unertain
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available

Of those who lost their lives in the war the majority worked on the farms. Opportunities to do anything
else would have been very limited. fing the years leading up to the war the school records show that
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achievement at Grimston School) but only one secured a place at Lynn Technicalf@eboolably to

study engineering or something similar. Opportunities for young men were limited but they were worse
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role.
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village aristocracy. Mrs Elwes, a widow, lived with her children at Congham Hall whilst hemdister

Miss Violet Elwes resided at the other end of the village at Elder Farm. The elderly Everard siblings, Misses
Geraldine and Constaeand their brother Raoul, a JP, lived at Roydon Lodge. All of these people were
living on their own means and they employed about a dozen domestic servants between them, none of
whom originated from the village.
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by the Victorians as a middle class wage, was beyond the wildest dreams of most villagers who would
think themselves extremely fortunate to earn half that money. In a community in whichuttgiie and

manual labour prevailed there was little use for the clerks, retail assistants and supervisors who aspired
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professionals. Mr and Mrs Hammond were teachers at Grimston School for many years and raised a large
family in the school house. It is certain that they were viewed as of the better sort and weredaded
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their income by taking on the role of Registrar for Births and Deaths; Mr Tuddenham the Station Master
lived with his wife and two little girls in theixroomed cottage at the station and would surely have
regarded himself as a little better than the farmworkers as did Mr Balding and Mr Grey the grocers and
the lady post mistresses. The carters, publicans and tradesmen made a great deal more morthg than

average but their status in the village was probably defined more by roots than finances.

As everyone in the village knew their betters there was a considerable amount of cap doffing or tipping
and a great deal of deference, this was accepted as trennlf there was talk in the village pubs of
challenging the status quo most men would have been careful to avoid becoming too closely associated
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Farming uions existed before the wag George Edwards started the Eastern Counties Agricultural
Labourers Union in 1907 but we have no way of knowing if workers in Grimston belonged to any such
organisation or were interested in such things.

Whilst work for mostof the men meant labouring on the farm, for women, who became wives and
mothers, work probably was never ending and the burden of responsibility heavy. Women had to do the
household chores, keep their families fed and reasonably clothed and in additgnalso faced the
enduring problem and attached anxiety of eking the family finances out to avoid debt, poverty and the
workhouse Poor nutrition, hard work and multiple pregnancies meant that wives and mothers often
experienced poor health.

The men wo died early in the war in 1914 and 1915 were all regular soldiers or sailors and most families
in the village had a son with the colours. The army seemed to offer an escape and a more exciting life to
those who could cope with the brutality and disciglinThe stories these soldiers brought home with
them and the respect they inspired must have impressed many boys in the village. For most of the
wartime volunteers and conscripts work at home had been tedious, hard and poorly paid and probably
life sometimes seemed a dull and wearying daily grind. It is not surprising that the chance to wear a
uniform, travel and experience new things might have seemed like an adventure and ateshort
escape.



Going to School

The 1880 Education Act madehool attendance compulsory between the ages of five and ten; further
legislation in 1893 extended the age of compulsory attendance to 11, and in 1899 to 12.

Before the war there were four schoaisone in each of the villagesand the total on school its was

over three hundred. Mr and Mrs Hammond were teachers at Church Hill School for many years. Assisted
by one or sometimes two apprentices they managed a school population of over one hundred ranging in
age from five to twelve although some childrdia stay on longer. School entry as well as school leaving
appears to have been a somewhat random event with children arriving and going throughout the year. As
there were no school dinners children went home for lunch. The school day consisted of agramdin

an afternoon session with a two hour break allowing time for children to walk home, eat and walk back.
In rare cases where children lived too far away to walk home they were allowed to eat a packed lunch at
school and play outside afterwards on thaderstanding that teachers were not responsible for them
during that time. With all this trekking to and fro, the school day must have been very long especially for
the smallest children and it is likely that many were reluctant to return in the afternoon

The number of pupils on roll at Church Hill between 1880 and 1910 was always over one hundred but
attendance was usually well below that number. Children were absent for a range of reasoas
harvest, the Sandringham Flower Show, illness, bad weathi#ghout cagoules or wellingtons small
children walking to school would have quickly become soaked) and exclusion. lliness was a constant
worry and any household suspected of having scarlet fever or measles would be quarantined, the parents
told to keep dlchildren at home. These measures were often applied to the neighbouring cottages too.
Despite these precautions the school was closed in January 1914 due an outbreak of scarlet fever and in
April of the same year a small girl called Bertha Collisaih fdien the iliness. During the thirty years 1880

¢ 1910 at least four children on the Grimston roll died as a result of complications of measles.

Another reason for absence was what we would call exclusion. Behaviour in school was not always good.
The bog were guilty of stealing, bullying and being what Mr Hammond described in the school log as
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and one pupil attacked and kicked Mr Hammond requiring ititervention of the local policeman and

the magistrates. In cases of bad behaviour the student was sent home with instructions to return with his
father. When parent and child turned up there had to be a public apology and a pledge from the boy to
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shuffled between Grimston and Pott Row in an attempt to finish their schooling and avoid the
Attendance Officer.

Assessment monitored by the annual visit ohe School Inspector and of the Diocesan Inspegtoas

at six levels. Most Grimston students achieved level 4 on leaving. Consulting the level desaviptans

see that level 4 means only that most of our soldiers would have been literate or numé&raise who

failed to reach level 4 (or even levels 1, 2, or 3) simply remained illiterate and/or innumerate and went
out into the world lacking those skills. Some boys gained a scholarship to Lynn Technical School and some
girls went on to become apprenti¢eachers, these students had achieved level 5 or possibly even level 6.
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The school log book has references to some of the Fallen by ridayel Francklirattended the schol
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and his brother were often late (and were sent home as a consequence of this) Whaiter Hammond
was the model pupil. ThMayesfamily were plgued by ill health between 1893 and 1895 amilliam



Boldero had to return to school in Pott Row after only a term at Grimston because the walk was too
taxing for a child in such delicate health. Interestingly the army found him fit for service in 1916.

It is impossible to ascertain how parents and children viewed education. Whilst it was perceived as
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hope of wages, home and a healthy family with tence of a skilled job such as blacksmith, carpenter
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Going to the Pub

In the early years of the twentieth century the Temperance Movement was strong. There were
temperance hotels iv Ay 3Qa [e&yy odzi GKSNB Aa y2 SOARSYyOS i
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hall and was given to the village by a benefactor. We cannot be swerhzh it was used or what kind

of atmosphere there was, it is possible that it was a temperance establishment in which case some of the
men who were teetotat, often those involved with the Methodist chapelwould go there instead of the

pub. Women dichot go to the club or to the pub. The palusually a workinglass establishmerng was
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repair. During the war young women from the working and middle classelsadjin to frequent pubs but

this would not have happened in rural communities like Grimston where new ideas were slow to take
root

The village had several pubs. Licencing laws before the war allowed children into pubs at the age of 14
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them. The pub was an escape for men; a place away from the childrethamdercrowding that existed
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that they rarely ventured into any of the other pubs pint of beer cost around 1.75 old pence in 1910.
Although this souds very little, family budgets were stretched and most men would have made a pint of
beer last a considerable length of time. There may have been pub games in tlgedpuis, dominoes or

even cards although landlords were supposed to be strict about gaghbh the premiseg and there
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exactly was discussed but there is no evidence that Grimston was a politically active community. Once the
war started there wouldhave been talk about events at the front and any news from men fighting would

be passed on. In a society in which men were discouraged from showing emotion the pub was
somewhere where bereaved fathers and brothers could grieve in their own way amongsitiies.

Only four of the pubs remain: The Threereshoes The Anvil (Congham), The Union Jack (Roydon) and
the Bell(Grimston)

The Bell, which has been a pub since the end| The Old Bell
the eighteenth century, looked very different in
1911; the landlord was Mr William Smith who
had been established there since 1904. At the
crossroads where the Bell stands there were two
other pubs .The New Inn (now the Clock Hous
and the Bushell which was part of the brewe
behind the shop.

The Bushkwas run by Mr Robert Case. In 1912
he was fined for opening after hours when Sergeant Webb found Charlegp@hitirinking spirits at
11.30pm.Mr Case and Charles attempted to put the policeman off by claiming that Charles was staying
the night but unbrtunately for Mr Case the police waited outside the pub until Charles leftzamMr
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Harrowing who also ran a butchery business.

The Chequers Inn no longer exists; it was demolished in 1960 after a lightning strike. Before the war
William Bird the landlord lived there with his son, also called William,dmdjhter inlaw. William had

been a publican for most of his working life, his wife Matilda had died shortly after he took over the
Chequers so his son and daughtetaw were there to help him although William Jnr also worked as a
game dealer. When hisos joined up in 1916 William gave up the pub; he was in his seventies and
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1917.

The Three Horseshoes was the biggest pub in the villaghe 1911 census lists it as having twelve
rooms. It was run by Mr and Mrs Braybrooke who took over from elderly Mrs Dunham in 1912. The old
lady continued to live in the pub presumably as a paying guest. Roydon also had the Plough Inn which
still stands in LoviRoad, Congham. This was run by Mr Turner; Robert Twaite took over in 1916. The pub
now called the Union Jack was formerly The Blacksmiths Arms. At the time of the war it was situated at
the station so would be the first pub people saw when alighting fromttain. This must have made it
popular with both visitors and those returning to the villages.

Pott Row had three pubs listed on the pubs of Norfolk site, two of which are still standing. At the time of
the war Pott Row was the most densely populatedtf the villages and these pubs would have been
crowded and busyThe Tumble Down Dick and The Carpenters Amare close together but each man
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to be won. The cost was 6d which would have been far beyond most working men (if they were prudent)
and the authorities took a very dim view of this and fitlbd landlord £2.16s and 6da substantial sum.

In 1910 the pub caught fire and was rebuilt by Mr Spragg the builder of the village war memorial. There
were similar problems with gambling in The Jolly Farmers. The Lynn AdvertisérFafbfuary 1909

records that licensee Thomas George Mann was summoned before the magistrates for allowing a
guessing competition for prizesguessing the numbers of seeds in a pumpkin. There were three prizes of
four gallons of beer, two bottles of gin and twelve cigars fivbich would have been very extravagant

prizes for the villagers. Entry conditions or costs are not recorded. Mr Mann was fined 2s 6d with 11s 6d
costs despite claiming that he was unaware these actions were wrong. It seems that theedonbl

Dick has #ess colourfupast.
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keeping with butchery, rathe pub for sixty years.
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The village pubs did not welcome women or children although dogs were probably accepted. They sold
only drink although there may have been pickled onions or eggs on the bar. All of the men who died in
the war would have beenreguINBE G 2y S 2NJ 6KS 20§KSNJ 27T deke®y LIdzo :

establishment would been missing regulars by 1919.



When Things Went Wrong

Edwardian working class families lived life on a financial knife edge. The materibtimgllof the famly
depended upon the bread winner and the woman of the house. The former was under pressure to bring
in enough money to at least feed and house the family whilst the latter had the responsibility of making
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In the years preceding the war the government brought in measures to reform social welfare. Pensions
were introduced in 1909 although they were far from universal. In 1911 the National Insurance Act was
introduced to provide sick and unemployment benefitt this was restricted to certain industries and to

the worker only

The agricultural worker always had an insecure career path. By its very nature agriculture is seasonal and
the need for labour fluid; there was not always work and no work meant no paaslbeen estimated

that on average, men would be paid for around feftyir weeks out of fifttwo2 Ly a2 FF 6SSq 2
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nutrition. However, it was prolday at these times that families were more likely to get into debt and it is
certain that Messrs Balding, Grey and Blake, the village grocers, each had a book in which credit was
written, some of which was unlikely to ever be paid off. In 1913 Rowntregestigd that once debt rose

above one pound it would prove to be impossible to clear without some kind of extra income in the
household. It is more than possible that some village women owed money in all the village shops which
must have added to their busth of anxiety.

Grocery debt was bad enough but even more worrying was medical debt. Even in families where men
could claim money under the 1911 act there was no provision for families and it was often women who
required medical help. In most cases babieravdelivered without medical intervention although the
mother would be attended and assisted by friends, relations and/or the local midwife. The 1902
Midwifery Act had ushered in training and supervision for midwiaesl thus, officially, untrained
midwives were to be phased out. This did not happen immediately and in rural areas there was often no
trained midwife to call upon. Therefore, in cases where there were serious complications the local doctor
¢ Dr Woodwarkg would be called. Rowntree estimatesetitost of medical attendance in a confinement

as between 9s (80p) and 1gn (£1.05). Should any member of the family require more prolonged medical
treatment the cost could escalate to between 3gn (£3.15) and 10gn (£10.50). This bill would have to be
paid of weekly or monthly and could make a big difference to the lives of families already living hand to
mouth.

The death of a spouse was financially cataclysmic. If it was the wife who died the children would most
often be rehomed with relatives as in the casfeFrederick Brinkley and his sisters. If one of the girls was

old enough to leave school she may take on the role of house keeper for father and siblings. If it was the
husband who died the family instantly became dependent upon the kindness and hetpeo$. Firstly

from the land owner or farmer in whose cottage they lived, secondly from family and neighbours, who
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mother, had to take work usually asharwoman or a laundress.
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The workhouse remained a location to be viewed with dread. Mr and Mrs Warnes were master and
matron; they had worked all their adult lives in the workhouse system. The workhouse population was
larger in 1911 than it had been in 8B although for most people a stay in the workhouse was temporary.
The workhouse census shows that people were in the workhouse for predictable reagensioners,
unmarried mothers, widows and those unable to work. There were more octogenarians irtHa1in

1881 and more children. Only the names Smith and Boldero appear on both the workhouse roll of 1911
and the war memorial and it is more than likely, especially in the case of Smith, that these were not direct
relatives of the fallen.

Social prolems were probably as prevalent as they are today. Marriages may have been brought on by
an illtimed pregnancy although a surprising number of women in the village gave birth to a child or
children out of wedlock which were apparently welcomed into theifg. Once married divorce was
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know what went on behind the cottage doors in the village (although the neighbours undoubtedly did)
but some historians hayv suggested that, for some women, having a husband away in the army
represented an improvement in their quality of life giving more money, more food and respite from a
difficult or abusive husband.

Some kind of crime domestic abuse for examplewas rarely prosecuted in Edwardian villages although
AlQa fA1Sfe GKIFIG GKS LISNIISGONIG2NAR 6SNB (y26y I
policeman. Other crimes such as vandalism,-smtial haviour and fighting were dealt with by the
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resolution between the parties involved. There was a court house in Grimston which included housing fo
one inspector (in 1911 there was Sergeant Webb but no superior officer) and one constable. Court
sessions were held twice a week and the offenders came from a very large area including West Bilney,
Sandringham and the Woottons. Sadly the court recordgte war years have been lost but the Lynn
News for 1914 reported crimes in Grimston and most were what we would probably call petty theft.
Examples are Alfred Loades who stole wheat and barley meal from a Mr Clarke and Charles Skerry who
stole barley meal and some fertiliser. Some more serious cases originate in different villages and
generally it seems tha? dzNJ @ hdd folv &ife3 dates and were safe and settled communities. Almost
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whatever their differences gamally
neighbours helped each other out when they
could. They would need this community
spirit in the dark days of the war when
everyone lived in feaof the arrival of the
dreaded telegram and every psear worry
suddenly became insignificant.
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The Court House and Police Station
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Spiritual Matters

Although the church is often perceived as central to village life it is not possible to say what percentage of
the population were regular attenders. The only survey of church attendance was carried out in 1851
some sixty years before the wand surprisingly it found that only a third of the population attended an
Anglican church with the same number being raamformists. In the years following the report Anglican
churches, including Grimston, had undergone extensive restoration whether #isany effect on
attendance in the village is unknown. It is most likely that whilst many villagers wereeneptive to
religious doctrine they were attached to the church as a village institution.

There were four churches in the villdgef St Botolphs at
DNXR Y a i 2 y Ehadellat PottdRo\8, @lESaints at Roydon and
St Andrews at Congharithere were also two neoonformist
chapelsq one Wesleyan one Methodist- at Grimston and Pott  § %q,.
Row.The Reverends Alfrelllaby,Herbert Thursby andStewart s
Kirsley had the job of tending to the spiritual wiedling of the ' :
parishes. Like many Edwardian clergymen they were all the so .’
of clergymen raised in comfortable upper middle class homes,
alumni of Oxford or Cambridge, and whilst not quite uppet
classes were able to happily socialise and mix with them. Alfr _
Hall Ellaby lived at the old rectory (on Massingham Road) with'{
his wife, two housemaids and two of his eight children; the old
ones having moved out. The living of Grimston was worth £30
year. The rector of Congham, Stuart Roper Kersey, followedg
father into the job. He was granted the living worth £340 a y4
through his late mother. Rev Kersey lived very quietly in
large rectory with only one housemaid and his elderly govern
who lived in his house until she died. The parish of Roydon
in the gift of Captain Howard of Castle Rising and the rectog
Roydon, RewHerbert Thursby, lived at Castle Rising. He also
followed his father into the church although not into the parisBespite this class gap there is some
evidence that the rectors strove to understand the everyday lives of their flock and empathise with them.

GRrimgron GRUREW
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at the front and hoped in the years to come many of them would have the honour of being among those
K2 KIFIR ASNIWSR (GKSAN { Ay 3ARo B Hehaudzyas ddularly gisplaye&dSt K 2
the church showing the names of the young men in the forces, but it also listed those who wanted to go
but were medically unfit to do so. Throughout the war Rev Ellaby corresponded with many of the young
men whohad heeded the call and his notes on the fallen show that he felt a responsibility for all of his
LI NAAKA2YSNE® b2 R2dz00 (GKS 02yR 0S06SSy NBOG2NJ
son Cecil was killed at Gallipoli.

Several of the fallewere wellkknown to the rector.George Mayess | & & NB3IdzZ F NI | §GSy

James Smitw I & [ dzy D& ¢ Wikidmf Skelbingswas a faithful member of the church choir.
During 1917 when the village suffered some of its worst losses there megular memorial services at St
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name was writen.

Of the two hundred serving men of the parishes some would have beertawiormist and would have
worshipped at one of the chapels in Pott Row or Grimst@unner Jonathan Twitevho was killed in
1917 was a Sunday School teacher and honorary segref the Sunday School at Pott Row and was by
all accounts much mourned by his young students as well as the chapel congregation

Sunday School

Sunday School was an important part of village life. The opportunity to send the children out for an hour
or two on the one day of the week when there was no work gave parents a small amount of peace, quiet
and private time. This was a blessing for couples living in the very tiny cottages usually filled with large
families.

For the children it was worth attendinquSday Schoot 6 S {y2¢ AdG 6l a KSEfR I
202 LKQAa Fa ¢St @Ayl (G2 NIRGONJ aliRi Ki2QRASdia OKK 3.ISd G NB
funded by the local gentry and included an afternoon tea with games in the winter and amgouti
sometimes to Hunstanton, in the summer. Prizes were handed out once or twice a year and these would
have been awarded not only for Bible knowledge and work but also for regular attendance. Whatever
these prizes were they would have been welcomed bidoém who rarely if ever, received a gift of any

kind. As most children attended Sunday Schtw war memorial men would have had a knowledge of

the Bible which was far better than most modern people and we know that several of them took a Bible
with them to the war.



During the Wal

Life in the villages in wartims




Statistics show that in Norfolk thergas not a rush to voluntedn 1914but this was possibly due to the

fact that the war began in the middle of the harvest when all hands would be needed on the karm.
December 1914, in an attempt to encourage men to join the colours, Colonel Everard of Congham Hall
hosted a Recruitment kkting in the club room (how the Village Hall) at Pott Row and about thirty men
turned up. Captain Wilkin addressed the meeting and gave a stirring speech; Mr Birch spoke about the
duty to volunteer. Despite all this rhetoric sume volunteered at the me@tg although there was a
steady stream of men joining the colours throughout 1915. In August 1915 the Rev Ellaby posted a list in
the church porch of those servinghey numbered seventy and there were twelve men who were
considered unfit for service. Sgdhis list has been lost. Most of the men who had volunteered worked

on the farms and this undoubtedly caused labour shortages and necessitated men covering for serving
comrades. Things would however get worse for farmers and the decision to introduoserigiion in

1916 was worrying.

.SF2NB O GKS 61N .NARGIEAY AYLER2NISR FNRdzyR cmw: 27F
dependent upon grain from USA and Canada .With a poor American harvest andbthetsUsinking

British merchant shippingn 1916 Britain was down to six weeks of grain and between 25% and 33% of
the agricultural work force had left for the forces. The farmers could not afford to lose men from the
workforce especially not those who had valuable skills. Unfortunately those skile ¢sespecially
equine oneg; were just as useful to the army and the farming industry and the War Office were locked in

a continual struggle to satisfy the demands of Front and Farm. Furthermore men were attracted to the
army for financial and sociatasons. Agricultural pay was around 15shillings (75p) a week. There was no
minimum wage and money was varialjeA Y KIF NBEK gAY GSNB 6KSYy (GKS YSy
pay. Whilst the newly recruited Tommy earned just over 1 shilling a day the pasewgdar and he was
clothed and fed. If he had a family they would receive money from his pay (automatically deducted)
GKAOK ¢g2dZ R 0SS GU2LIISR dzLl) &2 FFYAfASA dzadz tf @
the man was at home but it was regulaoney and as the man took the biggest share of any food there
was often more for everyone with him away. Some soldiers such as drivers in the artillery earned extra
money and some men like Ernest Mayes volunteered to do hard or dangerous work to ean imohe

later years of the war agricultural wages went up as the skills needed were scarce and much in demand.
The men born in 1900, most of whom did not serve, would have earned up to £5 a year more than their
older counterparts.

Some men were keerotstay at home or were prompted to do so by
their employer who needed their skilled labour. Anyone claiming
exemption had to apply for an exemption certificate through a local
tribunal. Farmers themselves e.g. men who owned and worked farms
were always gmated exemption and there was a certain amount of N
NHzY 2 dzNJ Y2y 3ISNAY 3 GKFdG FFENYSNBE a@il
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from an ailing parent. There is no hard evidence to support this.
Cerified occupations early on might be foremen, bailiffs, horsemen
and teamsters and skilled seedsmen. On the list of the Home Front
army for our villages we have three waggoners, three horsemen, two
blacksmiths and a wheetight all men; without whose skillghe local
economy could not survivelife was hard for the men at home, they had to work very long hours to keep
up with demand and probably had to learn new skills quickly.
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As the population in general was vigilant for men who were deemed to be skiffisgrvice in the army

the government gave the men at home a badge to wear to show that they were contributing to the war
effort as much as the men at the fronthe government wanted 2nillion extra acres ploughed and in
1917 they realised that the faring industry simply could not achieve these levels without assistance so
they took action. They began to send men from the army back to the favies.who were considered

unfit to fight but still fit towork were allocated to hme service or the Labour €xs; the need to produce

food was so great that some men were allocated to the Labour corps when joining up. The government
also started recruiting women onto the land, encouraging local women to help out (although many did
not have the time) and in 19178 NIiAy 3 ¢KS 22YSyQa [FyR ! N¥eo

"NATIONAL SERVICE

WOMEN'S LAND ARMY g

Encouraged to help .
out. Local women in  [o0% seassst #s1 osnie o
WW1 (from NFU)

Initially many farmers were againgite use of womenThe reason for thiseluctance may have been that

taking on womeras an alternative labour supplyould make it less likely that any appeals to tribunals to
prevent men being conscripted after 1916 would be acceptBaere may also have been a simple
reluctance and anxiety @it such a big change; farmers in many rural areas retained traditional views
and this upturning of gender roles seemed bewildering. In an effort to resolve thingsotirel of trade

sent agricultural organisers to speak with farmers to encourage thenQ@& LJG 62 YSy Qa 62
fasrms.2 S R2y Qi 1y2¢ AT (KSe& @GAaAGSR 2dzNJ I NBIF yR (f
farms in our villagedut one Norfolkfarmer, Mr ThistletonSmithNB LJ2 NI S R d¢cKSe ol
IAAPGSY YS 3yaadthé NRityzs, wighéut the women, Britain would have starved.
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There was change for the families who had men at the Front. Whilst, as we have said, financially they may
not have been a great deal worsefaf KSNBE 41 a GKS | 0a&Sy OBead2oFthel 0 N
household. The normality of family life in many householiis 1914 would appear to modern day
observers as unequal and abusive. Although some women would have felt very lost without the presence
and strength of d&usbandfor some this was alierating experience. Some women felt free from the fear

2F | Kdzaol yRQa jdzA O1 GSYLISNI 6FyR 2F Fy2iKSNI LINX
independence were freed from their traditional subservient role and maybe some just relished the space
and peace of a houseithout aman. They and the ddiren had to work harder ashere was neone to

dig the garden, chop the wood and carry out the jobs which husbands had regarded as theirs but families
managed and faced with many months of waiting for

the end of the conflict they got on with life. For the
children Scouts continued to meet despite the fact that

the scout leadeMr Youngmarhad been called up early

in the war. Miss Ellaby and Mr Birch filled the breach and

the boys met at the rectory. Sday school continued
throughout the war and the Mothers Union met on the

first Thursday in the month People continued to shop

and meet in the village shops and news would be
exchanged. The pubs were a little quieter and men home

on leave would have beeafforded a warm welcome

and possibly a free drink. It is unlikely that they told their
fellow drinkers the true picture of life in the trenches.

Men wrote letters home and wives and mothers would
have swapped stories with their neighbours. Theagil

post offices knew who wroteand probably to whom
although they were sworn to professional secrecy.
Sometimes wounded soldiers sent postcards such as the
ones shown, the telegram almost always conveyed more
upsetting newsg a soldier killed or missing in actioiihe latter category sometimes leading to many
weeks or even months filled with false hope.
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1914

Alfred Rumbles: died Saturday 8 September 1914

Alfred was born in West Newton in 1885. When he was a small boy

the family lived at Gayton iwhat must have been a very crowded
cottage; Mr and Mrs Rumbles had five children of their own and in
FRRAGAZY ! f TNBRQa adSL)I oNRPGKSNI |y
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villages at this time rad no doubt the overcrowding and the
accompanying restrictions, made a life in the army or navy seem
attractive to village lads.

Alfred signed up in 1902 when he was just seventeen. He trained on
GKS aDFy3aSaé¢ Fd 1 NBAOK | gahtingNRas
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his parents and returned home on leave whenever he could
e A although at that time this may have been infrequent. Mr and Mrs

B e Rumbles last saw Alfred at Easter 1914 as did his fiariedith

Nl et o st el l2ffFyR® 'd GKS GAYS 2F KA&a RSI
Rumbles gained the esteem and respect of all with whom he came in contact, by his sober, steady and
manly bearing. No doubt he commanded more than a little respect amongst tagevboys as someone

who had escaped, joinetie forces and seen the world.

LG Ydzad KF@S 0SSy | aANBIG akK201 F2N GKS FlLYAf@
destruction reached Grimston the day after the attack and on the follgvday, a Monday, a telegram
FNNAGBSR G2 AYyTF2N¥ (GKS FrYAfe 2F ! ft FNBRQa RSIGK®
a crew of two hundred and sixgight) as his body had been found and was buried at Dalmeny, Scotland.
Sadly this fatatly was only the first of many losses our villages would suffer over the ensuing four years.

/“ HMS Pathfinder




1915

Lloyd Franklin- died Wednesday 25t April 1915

Lloyd Franklin was not a village boy. His mother however, was born and li@mston as a girl; her

name was Fanny Green and until he enlisted Lloyd went by the name of Green. Fanny was a servant to Mr
[f28R CFANFIE CNIYlftAYSZ | O2YYSNODAIFE (NI &Sttt SN 7
the 1890s she had twchildren with hing Lloyd and a siste¢ 6 dziT G KS& RARY QU Y NNJI
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him as he left her a very considerable sum of money. Just a couplerghalater Fanny married George
Terrey, a house painter. Lloyd lived with them and their young family at 5 Hockham Street and his hame
GKSNBF2NBE FLIWSFNER 2y 020K GKS DNRAYaidz2zy FyR (KS
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Having worked for Baron Brothers Printers, Lloyd joined the army in 1912; he
signed up on 8 May at Norwich and was thus a regular in the Norfolk Regiment
when the war started. He was in the same battalion as another village lad, George
Mayes, but we have no way of knowing whether they knew each other. As a
regular Lloyd was involved in the fighting from the very start of the war and he
served at Mons, Aisne and on the Marne. He was killed when thBigision
including the ¥ Norfolk was figting on Hill 60 in April 1915.

Hill 60 is an artificially created low ridge outside of Ypres. The battle to retake it
from the Germans started on T7April when mines were blown under the hill. By

the time Lloyd and the Norfolk Regiment arrived in imelon 19'¢cii2 NBt A SGS G KS YAy 3aA(
the hill had been won, lost and retaken again and Lloyd was killed defending the hill against another
German onslaught. Fanny first heard that Lloyd was missing and only after a considerable lengéh of tim
was he assumed dead. This wait would have been agonising enough but the end was made worse by the
1y26ftSR3IS GKIFIGX RSALIAGS AYyAdGAFf NBLRNIa GKFd KS
(he is commemorated on the Menin Gate) and there wdongver be a grave to visit. Sadly this tragic wait

and loss awaited seventeen more Grimston families in the coming years.
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Hill 60 in 1915. The hill maintained this appearance "‘ S
and a fearsome reputation throughout the war.
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George Mayes died Monday 1% July 1915

In the early months of the war the army was made up of regulars and the territorials.  Tiveapre
Britishr NY¥& RNBg Ada aNIy]1SNEE FNRY (GKS dzNBlyYy FyR NI
could appeal to young men wanting to escape poverty. Like Alfred Rumbles and Lloyd Franklin, George
Mayes joined the forces several years before the war. Gewras in the
same battalion as Lloyd Franklin but we have no way of knowing whether
they served together.

George had already been wounded and returned to duty once before his
death in July 1915. From the war diaries it seems that, following the
savage httle for Hill 60 in the spring, the Norfolk Regiment was in
trenches around Verbranden Molen for all of June and some of July and it
was during these routine trench duties that George was killed. Mr and
Mrs Mayes received the news of his death quite glyick was reported
in the Lynn News on the 8and the village had already commemorated
him in a church service.
Rev Ellaby told the
congregation that George
gl a ab 1jdzASd FyR adSrRe f
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villagers for the letters and presents sent to George at the
front bears witness to his popularity.
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George was buried in a battlefield grave in a small
OSYSiGiSNER OFftSR a¢NByOK wl
comrades; Walter Hammond who wasvdlage lad the
same age as George and who was also serving in Franc
wrote to the rector to inform him that George had been
GOodzNASR o6& KAa O2YNIRSag
Mayes could take some comfort. At the end of the war,
when many battlefld burials were brought in to larger
cemeteries, George was finally laid to rest in Perth
Cemetery, Zillebeke.
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