


On the eve of war
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and Conghang as around sixteen hundred. This population was not much smaller than the present
day but the demography was very different. There were four schpoig in each of the village;

and the total average attendance was three hundred. Conversely there were relatively few people
over the age of sixty. There was a large population of young aglthtsse aged between eighém

and thirty ¢ and despite theabsence of motor vehicles théllages were noisy and bustling places.

The railway station at Roydon provided employment and carried goods and people into and out of
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giving access to theurrounding villages. As Gayton did not have a station at this time it was a less
accessible place than Grimston and ddasablysmaller.

There were two grocers in Grimston and another in Pott Row aaddiition there werebutchers
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main post office was in Grimsto@oal and fish were delivered around the villages. There were six
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villages provided most of what people needed and it is likely that for most people a trip to Lynn (or
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people around the village at all times adydand our predecessors would have been surprised at how

quiet the villages have become.
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Life at Home

When philanthropists such as Rotree made a study of rural lifearly in the century they were
surprisal to discover that poverty was just as prevalent in the country as in the towns and that
poverty was found in all counties including Norfolk.

Agricultural labourers faced two big problems. Firstly there was the uncertainty of wages which
could vary immendg from season to season accordiioghe availability of work ando work
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seen as a workers bonus but it could be taken to be worth about 1s/6d a weekageswowered
accordingly. Furthermore it was of variable quality and, most importantly, it was the cause of
constant insecurity. Moving or losing your job meant moving or losing your home and many families
moved house between the 1901 and 1911 census pobbbecause the earner changed employer.
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half of the men killed in the war lived in houses with four rooms or less. The problem of living in a
small house wth only an outside toilet and possibly a shared tap was compounded by the large size
of many families. There was a lower infant mortality rate in rural communities than in the cities and
this was cited in the poverty reports as both a blessing and a cukesongst the war memorial

families there were fourteen families with six children or more and five was about average. Thus
eating, sleeping andayto-dayt A Ay 3 gl & 2F ySOSaairie aOKSS] o
changed, there must have been fim which was probably exacerbated as children grew into young
adults. In such families it was no wonder that Mum and Dad sometimes had to rule with a rod of iron
or the copper stick and it is also no wonder that men chose to spend evenings in theptitage

Mother wasthe linchpin ofanyfamily. A woman who could budget efficiently, cook well and was
good with her needle was indeed worth a price above rubies as her skills could ensure theingl|
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and happiness of the family. Itwas genuinelyttu& 6= 40 GKA& GAYS alF g2YFYy
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to provide a good diet although thisasactuallyimpossible and every family had a diet deficient to
some extemusually in protein. Throughout the summe&pmenwere vigilant for anything they

could preserve for the long hard months of winterd theymade jam, jellies, and pickles and
sometimes even wine. Almost all clothes werathane downs or make do and merfsiome

families were lucky enough to have a contact in one of the big houses or a family member who was
better off and would hand down their clothes; some mothers may have found the odd 6d to
contribute to a clothing club. In addition to shopping, cookilganing, childcare and trying to keep
clothes serviceable and mended women often took on work outside of the honaering being a

last resort. Mothers were the least wd#ld in any family; many women rarely ate meat the bulk of
which was reserved fdhe wage earner.

Fathers were busy outside the home. At some times of the year such as harvest they would work
from dawn till dusk and often the older children would join them. Men whose work involved tending
the livestock worked seven days a week andiig finished work at dusk, thersemenwould be

expected to return to the farm to settle the horses around 8p.m. Leisure time was minimal .Many
families had large gardens in which they grew vegetables, kept chickens or maybe even a pig. These
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children. With no cars, no large expanse of water nearby and a community in which most people

knew each other if only by sight it was comparatively safe for children to run free once schooling and
chores were over. However, girls were alwaypected to lelp theirmothersin the home with

washing, cleaning or caring for smaller sig$i and wittmoney scarce boys were expected to find

paid work whenever and wherever they could. They might work for a local shop keeper or butcher

before school or at weekendmd although the pay was very lititgprobably about 9d (4p) a week

it made a big difference to the family budget. In most families work took precedence over school for
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offer. Life became a little easier when more money started to come in i.e. when children began to

earn and contribute to the family budget. Grown children working awgiyls in service, boys in the

army¢ would try and send money home whever they could and this was especially welcome as it

did not come with an extra mouth to feed. All families strove to avoid debt. On such a small income

debt once incurred was extremely difficult if not impossible to repay.

Although there were probablyysYS Ay GKS @Attt 3S gK2 FSt0d GKIG af
I f 2 ¥haré were many others who found real happiness in their families, their gardens and the

special days in the year. Others who were devout Christians would have found solammEod in

their faith. The majority probably accepted their lot with stoicism and worked hard to make life as

pleasant as possible.

W26y iNBSSE . SSND2KYD a1 2 6Neldoi,3917.1 6 2 dzNBNJ [ A9Sa¢ s ¢K2Yl &



Going to work
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Directory and these were supported by three blacksmiths (including Miss Mary Taylor) two vermin

catchers and a mole catcher, a wheelwright, two harness makers, a threshing machine contractor, a

sheep dipping contractor and Mr John Dodman Smith the vett ktiohe young men worked on

the farms, others were employed in construction or on the railway. The average national wages

before the war was 16/9 (approx. 87p) for a fitight hour week. For agricultural workers it was

around 13£(65p) foruncertain® dzNB T f 2y 3 & f A 3 K dumawf dndl dold Raddavdré R @ &
in winter if enough work was available

Of those who lost their lives in the war the majority worked on the farms. Opportunities to do

anything else would have been very limited. Duringybars leading up to the war the school
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(the highest level of achievement at Grimston School) but only one secured a place at Lynn Technical
School presumialy to study engineering or something similar. Opportunities for young men were

limited but they were worse for young women. On the 1911 census a number of young women are
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the prewar years no boys were taken on in this role.
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the village aristocracy. Mrs Elwes, a widow, lived with her children at Congham Hall whilst her sister

in-law Miss Violet Elwes resided at the other end of the village at Elder Farm. The elderly Everard

siblings, Misses Geraldine and Constance agit tirother Raoul, a JP, lived at Roydon Lodge. All of

these people were living on their own means and they employed about a dozen domestic servants

between them, none of whom originated from the village.
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perceived by the Victorians as a middle class wage, was beyond the wildest dreams of most villagers

who would think themselves extremely fortunate to earn half that money. In a community in which
agricultureand manual labour prevailed there was little use for the clerks, retail assistants and

supervisors who aspired to middle class status in the town. Certainly there were residents who
LINPOFoOofe& (GK2dzZ3KG (GKSYaSt @dSa al  Oauhodwoed &hfran | YR {0 K
businesses as well as the professionals. Mr and Mrs Hammond were teachers at Grimston School for
many years and raised a large family in the school house. It is certain that they were viewed as of the
better sort and were loved and reSpO G SR Ay G KS @A f f | IFid jpdaindini S OKA y 3
1912 Mr Hammond was supplementing their income by taking on the role of Registrar for Births and
Deaths; Mr Tuddenham the Station Master lived with his wife and two little girls in theaixed

cottage at the station and would surely have regarded himself as a little better than the farmworkers

as did Mr Balding and Mr Grey the grocers and the lady post mistresses. The carters, publicans and
tradesmen made a great deal more money than therage but their status in the village was

probably defined more by roots than finances.

As everyone in the village knew their betters there was a considerable amount of cap doffing or
tipping and a great deal of deference, this was accepted as the notinerdf was talk in the village



pubs of challenging the status quo most men would have been careful to avoid becoming too closely
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trouble causer. Farming unions stdd before the war, George Edwards started the Eastern

Counties Agricultural Labourers Union in 1g@ut we have no way of knowing if workers in

Grimston belonged to any such organisation or were interested in such things.

Whilst work for most of thanen meant labouring on the farm, for women, who became wives and
mothers, work probablyvasnever ending and the burden of responsibility heavy. Womenthah
the household chores, keep their families fed aadsonablyclothed andin additionthey alsofaced
the enduringproblem- and attached anxietyof eking the family finances out to avoid debt, poverty
and the workhouséoor nutrition,hardwork and multiple pregnancies meant that wives and
mothers often experienced poor health.

The men who died el in the war in 1914 and 1915 were all regular soldiers or sailors and most
families in the village had a son with the colours. The army seemed to offer an escape and a more
exciting life to those who could cope with the brutality and discipline. Theestohese soldiers

brought home with them and the respect they inspired must have impressed many boys in the
village. For most of the wartime volunteers and conscripts work at home had been tedious, hard and
poorly paid and probably life sometimes seenadull and wearying daily grind. It is not surprising

that the chance to wear a uniform, travel and experience new things might have seemed like an
adventure and a shoitierm escape.



Going to School

The 1880 Education Act made schatténdance compulsory between the ages of five and ten;
further legislation in 1893 extended the age of compulsory attendance to 11, and in 1899 to 12.

Before the war there were four schoajone in each of the villagesand the total on school rolls
wasover three hundred. Mr and Mrs Hammond were teachers at Church Hill School for many years.
Assisted by one or sometimes two apprentices they managed a school population of over one
hundred ranging in age from five to twelve although some children did@tdonger. School entry

as well as school leaving appears to have been a somewhat random event with children arriving and
going throughout the year. As there were no school dinners children went home for lunch. The
school day consisted of a morning andafternoon session with a two hour break allowing time for
children to walk home, eat and walk back. In rare cases where children lived too far away to walk
home they were allowed to eat a packed lunch at school and play outside afterwards on the
understanding that teachers were not responsible for them during that time. With all this trekking to
and fro, the school day must have been very long especially for the smallest children and it is likely
that many were reluctant to return in the afternoon

The nunber of pupils on roll at Church Hill between 1880 and 1910 was always over one hundred
but attendance wasisually well below that number. Children were absent for a range of reasons
the harvest, the Sandringham Flower Show, iliness, bad weather (without cagoules or wellingtons
small children walking to school would have quickly become soaked) and excllisiess was a
constant worry and any household suspected of having scarlet fever or measles would be
guarantined, the parents told to keep all children at home. These measures were often applied to
the neighbouring cottages too. Despite these precautittresschool was closed in January 1914

due an outbreak of scarlet fever and in April of the same yeanallgirl called Bertha Collison died
from the illness. During the thirtyears 188@; 1910 at least fouchildren on the Grimston roll died

as a reslt of complications of measles.

Another reason for absence was what we would call exclusion. Behaviour in school was not always

good. The boys were guilty of stealing, bullying and being what Mr Hammond desicritived

schoollog & daAyaz2ft SWiig GRRABISBA R AYyFidzSyOSéd ¢KS dzi
improve this behaviour and one pupil attacked and kicked Mr Hammond requiring the intervention

of the local policeman and the magistrates. In cases of bad behaviour the student was sent home

with instructions to return with his father. When parent and child turned up there had to be a public
FLl2tf23& yR I L SR3IS FTNRY (KS o2& (2 R2 o0SGGSNI I
there is evidence of troublesome boys being shuffled betweem&on and Pott Row in an attempt

to finish their schooling and avoid the Attendance Officer.

Assessment monitored by the annual visit of the School Inspector and of the Diocesan Insgector

was at six levels. Most Grimston students achieved levelldaing. Consulting the level

descriptors we can see thalevel 4 means only that most of our soldiers would have been literate

or numerate. Those who failed to reach level 4 (or even levels 1, 2 somflyremained illiterate

and/or innumerate and wnt out into the world lacking those skills. Some boys gained a scholarship

to Lynn Technical School and some girls went on to become apprentice teachers, these students had
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also achieved level 5.

The school log book has references to some of the Fallen by naoyel. Francklirattended the
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Samuel Smitrand his brother were often late (and were sent home as a consequence of this) whilst
Walter Hammondwas the model pupil. Thiglayesfamily were plagued by ill health between 1893

and 1895 andVilliam Bolderohad to return to school in Pott Row after only arteat Grimston

because the walk was too taxing for a child in such delicate health. Interestingly the army found him
fit for service in 1916.

It is impossible to ascertain how parents and children viewed education. Whilst it was perceived as
ay S OS 3d tdgEhool @nd gain basic skills firisbable that for most people aspiratianeant

the hope of wages, home and a healthy family with the chance of a skilled job such as blacksmith,
carpenterorsaddleNJ G KS Y2NB F2NIldzyl 6S 2N a Of SOSNE



Going to the Pub

In the early years of the twentieth century the Temperance Movement was stiidrege were
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the village There was an alternative the pubcti KS 2 2NJ Ay 3 aSyQa / fdzw 6KAOF
village hall and was given to the village by a benefactor. We cannot be sure how much it was used

or what kind of atmosphere there was, it is possible that it was a temperance establishmentim whi

case some of the men who were teetotabften those involved with the Methodist chapelwould

go there instead of the pub. Women did not go to the club or to the pub. The; pshbally a

workingclass establishmergwas perceived as a male domairdaioe be seen in the pub would
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middle classes did begin to frequent pubs but this would not have happened in rural communities

like Grimston where new ideas were si®o take root

The village had several pultscencing laws before the war allowed children into pubs at the age of

14 which was the start of working lif¢. K dza ¢S YA 3IKG LINBadzyS dKFd 2y 0S
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willingness to take them. The pub was an escape for men; a place away from the children and the
overcrowdingthat existed in most fany homes. Men would have had a localpub in which they
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cost around 1.75 old pence in 19Mthough this sounds very littléamily budgets were stretched

and most men would have made a pint of beer last a considerable length of time. There may have

been pub games in the pupdarts, dominoes or even cards although landlords weneposed to be

strict about gambling on the presesc and there was conversation that would have been thought
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that Grimston was a politically active community. Once the war started there would have been talk

about events at the front and any news from men fighting would be passed on. In a society in which

men were discouraged from showing emotion the pub was somewhere where bereaved fathers and
brothers could grieve in their own way amongst their mates.

Only bur of the pubs remain: The Three Horshoes, The Anvil (Congham), The Union Jack (Roydon)
and the Bell.

The Bell, which has been a pub since the end of The Old Bell
the eighteenth century, looked very different in
1911; the landlord was Mr William Simiwho
had been established there since 1904. Atthe
crossroads where the Bell stands thevere two
other pubs .Tie New Inn (now the Clock House
and the Bushell which was part of the brewery
behind the shop.

The Bushell was run by Mr Robert Case. In 1912
he was fined for opening after hours when Sergeant Webb found Charles Phillippo drinking spirits at
11.30p.m. Mr Case and Charles attempted to put the policeman off by claiming that Charles was
staying the night but unfortunately for Mr Case the policate@ outside the pub until Charles left at
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landlord was Alfred &rowing who also ran a butchery business.

The Chequers Inn no longer exists; it was demolished in 1960 after a lightning strike. Before the war
William Bird the landlord lived there with his son, also called William, and daughiawrirtwWilliam

had beena publican for most of his working life, his wife Matilda had died shortly after he took over

the Chequers so his son and daugkitetaw were there to help him although William Jnr also

worked as a game dealer. When his son joined up in 1916 Williamugae pub; he was in his
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William Jnr was killed in 1917.

The Three Horseshoes was the biggest pub in the villaties1911 census bis it as having twelve

rooms. twas run by Mr and Mrs Braybrooke who took over from elderly Mrs Dunham in 1912. The
old lady continued to live in the pub presumably as a paying guest. Roydon also had the Plough Inn
which still stands in Low Road, Congham. This was run Byiiver;Robert Twaite took over in

1916. The pub now called the Union Jack was formerly The Blacksmiths Arms. At the time of the war
it was situated at the station so would be the first pub people saw when alighting from the train.

This must have made ippular with both visitors and those returning to the villages.

Pott Row had thre@ubs listed on the pubs of Norfolk siteyo of whichare still standing. At the

time of the war Pott Row was the most densely populated part of the villages and thesg/pulus

have been crowded and busy. The Tumble Down Dick and The Carpenters Arms are close together

but each man had his favourite. The landlord at the Carpentersaha®l? & SOdzi A2y F2NJ a3
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were various prizes to be won. The cost was 6d which would have been far beyond most working

men (if they were prudent) and the authorities took a very dim view of this and fined the landlord

£2.16s and 6da subsantial sum. In 1910 the pub caught fire and was rebuilt by Mr Spragg the

builder of the village wamemorial. There were similar problems with gambling in The Jolly Farmers.

The Lynn Advertiser of 5th Fetary 1909 records that licens@éomas GeogyMannwas

summoned before the @mgistrates for allowing a guessing competition fozesg guessing the

numbers of seeds in a pumpkin. There were three prizdswfgallons of beer, two ktes of gin

and twelve cigars all of which would have been very exigawt prizes for the villagers. Entry

conditions or costs are not recordelllr Mann was fined 2s 6d with 11s 6d costs despite claiming

that he was unaware these actions were wrorgseems that the Tmbledown Dickhas a less

colourful past.
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combined inn keeping with butchery, ran the pub for sixty years.
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The villag pubs did not welcome women or children although dogs were probably accepted. They

sold only drink although there may have been pickled onions or eggs on the bar. All of the men who

died in the war would have been regulars at one or the other ofthe gubs) | 0 G KS 2 2NJ Ay 3
Clubg everyestablishmentvould been missing regulars by 1919.



When Things Went Wrong

Edwardian working class families lived life on a financial knife edge. The materbéimgllof the
family depended upon the bread winner atite woman of the house. The former was under
pressure to bring in enough money to at least feed and house the family whilst the latter had the
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In the years preceding the war the gomerent brought in measures to reform social welfare.
Pensions were introduced in 1909 although they were far from universal. In 1911 the National
Insurance Act was introduced to provide sick and unemployment benefit but this was restricted to
certain industies and to the worker only

The agricultural worker always had an insecure career path. By its very nature agriculture islseasona
and the need for labour fluidthere was not always work and no work meant no pay. It has been
estimated that on average, memould be paid for around fortjour weeks out of fiftywo.?’Ly &2 F F
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get into debt and it is certain that Messrs Balding, Grey and Blake, the \jlaggrs, each had a

bookin which credit was written, some of which was unlikely to ever be paid off. In 1913 Rowntree
suggested that once debt rose above one poitnvould prove to be impossible to clear without

some kind of extra income in the household. It is more than possible that some village women owed
money in all the village shops which must have added to their burden of anxiety.

Grocery debt was bad enolidput even more worrying was medical debt. Even in families where

men could claim money under the 1911 act there was no provision for families and it was often
women who required medical help. In most cases babies were delivered without medical
intervention although the mother would be attended and assisted by friends, relations and/or the
local midwife The 1902 Midwifery Act had ushered in training and supervision for midanaes

thus, officially, untrained midwives were to be phased out. This did nppéaimmediately and in

rural areas there was often no trained midwife to call upon. Therefore, in cases where there were
serious complications the local docipDr Woodwarkg would be called. Rowntree estimates the

cost of medical attendance in a confment as between 9s (80p) and 1gn (£1.05). Should any
member of the family require more prolonged medical treatment the cost could escalate to between
3gn (£3.15) and 10gn (£10.50). This bill would have to be paid off weekly or monthly and could make
a bigdifference to the lives of families already living hand to mouth.

The death of a spouse was financially cataclysmic. If it was the wife who died the children would
most often be rehomed with relatives as in the case of Frederick Brinkley and his sisiresof

the girls was old enough to leave school she may take on the role of house keeper for father and
siblings. If it was the husband who died the family instantly became dependent upon the kindness
and help of others. Firstly from the land owner onfeer in whose cottage they lived, secondly from
family and neighbours, who might donate food, clothing and may mind the children. Women, as in
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The workhouseamained a location to be viewed with dread. Mr and Mrs Warnes were master and
matron; they had worked all theadult lives in the workhouse systeffihe workhouse population

was larger in 1911 than it had been in 1881 although for most people a staywotkbouse was
temporary. The workhouse census shows that people were in the workhouse for predictable
reasons pensioners, unmarried mothers, widows and those unable to wbinkere were more
octogenarians in 1911 than in 1881 and more childrémly thre names Smith and Boldero appear

on both the workhouse roll of 1911 and the war memorial and it is more than likely, especially in the
case of Smith, that these were not direct relatives of the fallen.

Social problems were probably as prevalent as theyteday. Marriages may have been brought on

by an iltimed pregnancy although a surprising number of women in the village gave birth to a child

or children out of wedlock which were apparently welcomed into the family. Once married divorce
wasunheardd¥ G KS 02ai ¢2dzZ R KI @S 06SSy LINPKAOAGAGST Y
cannot know what went on behind the cottage doors in the village (although the neighbours

undoubtedly did) but some historians have suggestet, for some women, havinghusband away

in the army represented an improvement in their quality of life giving more money, more food and

respite from a difficult or abusive husband.

Some kind of crime domestic abuse for examptewas rarely prosecuted in Edwardian villages
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local policeman. Other crimes such as vandalism;sarttial lehaviour and fighting were dealt with
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with a sullen resolution between the parties involved. There was a court house in Grimston which
included housing foone inspector (in 1911 there was Sergeant Webb but no superior officer) and
one constable. Court sessions were held twice a week and the offenders came from a very large area
including West Bilney, Sandringham and the Woottons. Sadly the court recottie foar years
have been lost but the Lynn News for 1914 reported crimes in Grimston and most were what we
would probably call petty theft. Examples are Alfred Loades who stole wheat and barley meal from
a Mr Clarke and Charles Skerry who stole bariegl and some fertiliser. Some more sericases
originate in different villages angenerally it seems that Grimston, Roydon and Congham had low
TE 00 crimes rates and were safe and settled
O2YYdzyAlASad !tYy2ald S@S
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differencesgenerally neighbours helped
B each other out when they could. They
B0 would need this community spirit in the
dark days of the war wheaveryone
lived in fearof the arrial of the dreaded
telegram andevety prewar worry
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‘ . . suddenly becamensignificant.
The Court House and Police Statiof



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZ8vu2kZTOAhUErRoKHQctDicQjRwIBw&url=http://grimston.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/village-photos-1910/&psig=AFQjCNFQ6Am2PnPspHFE8cW0ml2th1GC6A&ust=1469724529828398

Spiritual Matters

Although the church is often perceived as central to village life it is not possible to say what
percentage of the population were regular attenders. The only survey of church attendance was
carried out in 1851 some sixty yedsfore the war and surprisingly it found that only a third of the
population attended an Anglican church with the same number beingaomformists. In the years
following the report Anglican churches, including Grimston, had undergone extensive restoratio
whether this had any effect on attendance in the village is unknown. It is most likely that whilst
many villagers were nereceptive to religious doctrine they were attached to the church as a village
institution.

There were four churches in the villag&t Botolphs at Grimston ,
{G [d1 SQa OKIFLISt 4 t20G w26z
Congham. There were also two noanformist chapelg one
Weslyan, one Methodistat Grimston and Pott Rowhe Reverends
Alfred Ellaby , Herbert Thursby daStewart Kirsley had the job of
tending to the spiritual welbeing of the parishes. Like many ]
Edwardian clergymen they were all the sons of clergymen raised in
comfortable upper middle class homes, alumni of Oxford or
Cambridge, and whilst not quite uppelasses were able to happily
socialise and mix with them. Alfred Hall Ellaby lived at the old rect
(on Massingham Road) with his wife, two housemaids and two of
eight children; the older ones having moved out. The living of ;
Grimston was worth £3Da year. The rector of Congham, Stuart
Roper Kersey, followed his father into the job. He was granted the
living worth £340 a year through his late mother. Rev Kersey liveq
very quietly in the large rectory with only one housemaid and his
elderly governes who lived in his house until she died. The parish
Roydon was in the gift of Captain Howard of Castle Rising and théss
rector of Roydon, Rev Herbet Thursby, lived at Castle Rising. He also
followed his father into the church although not into the paridbespite this class gap there is some
evidence that the rectorstrove tounderstand the everyday lives of their flock and empathise with
them.

{FAyda G wzef

GRrigron CHRUREW

g GKS 0S3aAAYyYyAy3a 2F (GKS 6FNJ GKS NBOG2NI 2F DNRYA
recruitmentmeetingg @ ¢ KS [ &Yy bSga 65SOSYOSNI mcpmnO |jdz2iGSa
splendid spirit of those at the front and hoped in the years to come many of them would have the
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Honour was regularly displayed at the church showing the names of the young men in the forces,

but it also listed those who wanted to go but were medically unfit to do so. Throughout the war Rev

Ellaby corresponded with many of the young men wlad heeded the call and his notes on the

fallen show that he felt a responsibility for all of his parishioners. No doubt the bond between rector

and villagers wastrengthened wheri KS NBX OG2NRa 2¢y a2y / SOAf gl a 1.

Several of the fallewere wellkknown to the rector.George Mayess | & &I NB3IdzZ F NI | G Sy
SOSyamyiedsits 4 | af{ i [ dajlidn Steblngsias a fisithftl @émber of the



church choir. During 1917 when the village suffered some of its worst losses thezeegelar
YSY2NALFE &ASNBAOSa +d {dG .2G62fLKQa yR {0 [dzl SQa
parish in 1918 before the end of the war to move to Thornham but returned for the unveiling of the
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Of the two hundred serving men of the parishes some would have beewamiormist and would
have worshipped at one of the chapels in Pott Row or Grims@&umner Jonathan Twite&vho was

killed in 1917 was a Sunday School teacher and honorary sgcrdtthe Sunday School at Pott Row
and was by all accounts much mourned by his young students as well as the chapel congregation

Sunday School

Sunday School was an important part of village life. The opportunity to send the children out for an
hour or twoon the one day of the week when there was no work gave parents a small amount of
peace, quiet and private time. This was a blessing for couples living in the very tiny cottages usually
filled with large families.

For the children it was worth attending Saay Schoat 4 S ({y 26 AlG0 ¢l a KStR Fd 02
202 LKQA Fa oSttt kKAY FIEANBES aSiKeGiad OKS LBENSI G
funded by the local gentry and included an afternoon tea with games in the winter and aig outin

sometimes to Hunstanton, in the summer. Prizes were handed out once or twice a year and these

would have been awarded not only for Bible knowledge and work but also for regular attendance.
Whatever these prizes were they would have been welcomed bgrehilwho rarely if ever,

received a gift of any kind. As most children attended Sunday Sctimeolvar memorial men would

have had a knowledge of the Bible which was far better than most modern people and we know that
several of them took a Bible with theto the war.

What follows are pen pitures of every man on Conghamar memorial.

For the sake of brevity and ease of reference we have given each omenpage or less but
we havemore information on some men which we are happy to share.

Please read thetories. They were our men and by remembering them we ensure that
GKSANI yIYSa NBlIffe R2 af ABSGK F2NBOSNI Y2NB¢ ¢



Men of Congham

Edward Hugh Grief died Thursday 19 April 1917

Edward Grief was born to a single mother, Sarah Ann Grief, in
S5SNEAYIKEY Ay MytTodd {INK &I a)
and was almost certainly working as a servant; we have no idea
9RSI NRQa FIFGOGKSNI gl ad LY wmrgg o
Patrick and, unlike her own father, she took Edward to live in her
new home; the 1891 census showed Edward living in Church Ro
5SNAAYIKFIY ¢6A0GK KA& Y2UKSNJ Iy
James had lived all his life in Dersingham and workedasra
labourer, George Patrick also worked on the land so inevitably
Edward followed them and began work as an agricultural laboure
On 22%July 1900 Edward married Sarah Hipkin at her home chu
in Shernbourne and by the 1901 census they already hed first ,
baby, a daughter calleglin the family traditiong Sarah Ann. By 1911 the Griefs had five children
two girls and three boys and they lived in a five room cottage in Billings Row, West Newton.
Edward was now working on the royal estate an@imgham and thus the family had an estate
cottage.

Edward and Sarah had another son whom they called Alexander in 1912. Two years later war broke

out. As a 35 year old married man Edward did not have to join the army immediately and indeed he

may have ben able to avoid military service even when conscription came in but, patriotically, he

enlisted in 1914 at East Dereham and joined the newly formell Bétalion of the Norfolk
wWSAAYSYyild ¢KAA g1 a& GKS ol GdFf Al SRY GHKADKLSNNER
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The 1/8" battalion set sail for Galliopli on 3@uly 1915 on HMS Aquitania. The first part of the

22dzNySe G221 | $SS1 odzi Ad sl az I OO02NRAYy3A (G2 GKE
changed shipsral sailed on first to Lemnos, then to Imnos and finally disembarked at Sulvla Bay on
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was finally evacuated from Gallipoli in December 1915 and headed off to Alexandria where they
arrived on 19th December. Throughout 1916 the battalion was involved in the defence of the Suez
Canal but in January 1917, with therRaihaving retreated into Palestine, the focus changed to
planning an advance into Sinai and, off 3arch the army undertook an assault on Gaza which
failed. A further assault was planned fof™&pril but unfortunately, the Turks were readBritish
soldiers outnumbered Turkish troops by a ratio of two to @melthe British employed eight tanks



and 4,000 gas shells to ensure victoHowever, he tanks proved unsuitable for the hot, dry desert
conditions, andhe Turkish forceput up a blisteringleffective defence. After three days and heavy
losses 6,444 men the British called off the attack.

Edward died on the second day of the battle. Thé"dad 1/5" battalion lost approximately 1100
men during that battle and Edward would have been bupnedhe battlefield. Following the
armistice as many as possible of the dead were brought in to be buried in Gaza Cemetery.

Thomas Harpec died Thursday 19 April 1917

CK2YF & 1 FNLISNRaE tAFS gl a FdAf 2F O2YLIX AOFGSR Fl Y
mother, Elizabeth Belden had married George Pooley when she was only 19. She had four children

(one of whom died in childhood) with George before he died andiskeSy Y I NNA SR ¢ K2 Y| & ¢
also called Thomas Harper. Thomas Jnr was born in 1876 in Lydgate, Cambridgeshire. When Thomas
was 5 his mother and his little sister Miranda both died and six years later his father married Anna

Thurston with whom he alreadyad a son called Horace. The somewhat disparate family settled in

Congham where they were living in 1891 along with a lodger aged only 11. This unfortunate child,

one Ernest Elflett, was living with an aunt and uncle on the previous census and althouitg a g

distant relation, had now washed up with the Harper family.

In 1902 Thomas married Agnes Lucy Hammond and in 1905 and 1906 they had two sons called Cyril
and Albert. Agnes died in 1910 and on the 1911 census the boys had gone to live with Mr and Mrs
Hammond, their maternal grandparents whilst Thomas shared arbmmed home with another
agricultural labourer. In 1911 he remarried, his bride was Annie Gamble.

Thomas joined the Norfolk Regiment. At 40 he would have been very much one of the older men.
Having served in Gallipoli the 1/5 battalion went to the Middle ElasApril the battalion was part of
the Eastern Division involved in th& Battle of Gaza. The Gaza Ridge was the only route into
Palestine and so had to be taken. A full frontabatisvas order despite the fact that the Turks

were wellprepared with strong defences. The 1/5ths advanced behind a tank and entered a redoubt
capturing twenty prisoners and killing other enemy forces. However, the enemy artillery was then
concentrated orthe redoubt destroying the tank and killing many of the men so that the force was
unable to resist a counter attack.i#t during this battle that Thomas was killed along with a Grimston
soldier, John BlakeOn that day the 1/% Norfolk had 113 men deanr missing, 87 killed in action

and 4 died of wounds. This was in in addition to their many wounded. The battalion is estimated to
have lost up to 75% of its men.

If Thomas had a grave it was lost during the fighting. He is commemorated on the Jerusalem
Memorial in The Jerusalem War cemetery standing just a few kilometres outside the walled city.



William Goodburnc died Monday 2% April 1917

2AXfEALY gl A 02Ny Ay wmMyyTt G2 LI NByda WHYSg FyR {1
he was borrin Dodington, Cambridgeshirgbut Sarah came from Gayton and the family lived in a

cottage close to the post office in Congham. William was one of five children. He had two brothers

and two sisters one of whom, Agnes, died in 1899 in her early twentekaps she was always
GRSEAOFGSE 2NIAY LIR2NI KSFfGK 4 RSALIAGS 6SAy3a |
era when families could ill afford to have a worker idle. William worked in Congham as a farm

labourer for all of his early adultdif In 1911 he was aged 22 and living with his parents, his sister

Elizabeth and a two year old granddaughter called Dorothy.

William joined the Royal Artillery probably having been conscripted in 1916. All conscripts

underwent basic training; the 5.30 a.m. start was probably quite normal for working men like

William. Basic training was followed by more specialist military training invdbaisigs of

movement in the fieldnight operations and route marching themeapons handling, marksmanship

and digging trenchesAfter this William and his comrades were sent to learn specialist-skills

2 XAt f Al YQ&a cGdmetineshayaygs depot like Etaples. Once ready for duty the men

F g1 A0SR (KSA Ndenwrandi@awolidNReh have fa sharytime to integrate and

practice with their new units. This was very important in artillery units where quick and accurate
FANAY3I 461 4 RSLISYRSYy(G dzZll2y 322R GSIFY@2N] ®c2S R2Yy(
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Brigade which included thé®battalion Suffolk Regiment and thé' Gordon Highlanders amongst

others.

WW?1 gun crew- 18 pound gun 239 April 1917 was the start of the'®

- Battle ofScarpe part of the Arras
Campaign. This campaign was begun in
Ws order to relieve pressure on the French

& and by the end of April the campaign

was in its third phase. The artillery

begun the barrage at 4.45 a.m. William
was killed on that first day, how and
WhSNE ¢S R2Yy Qi (y26d ¢K:¢
where he is believed to be buried,

Lievin Communal Cemetery Extension
contains the graves of seven hundred British soldiers most of whom were killed in April 1917.Some
of them were brought in from smaller field cemeteriesla¢ end of the war. William has a special
YSY2NRFE adldAy3a a. dzNASR ySIENI GKAa aLRiGé o




Chief Petty Officer Richard Maurice Smithdied 9" July

Richard was born in Congham on*2Qctober 1877 to parents Robert and
Hanna Smith nee Wilkinson. He lived in Church Hill Congham with his parents,
three brothers and four sisters along with Henry Smith aged 78 grandfather of
the family.

Oni KS mdpnm OSyadz wAhi OKI RoRsmauth.iHe ddriedJQa ON.
Henrietta Julia in 1907 and had a daughter Doris in 1908. In 1911 the family
lived in Gillingham, Kent Richard, his wife Henrietta and daughter Doris aged 3.

Richard had been in the Royal Navy 26 years when he died in 1917. Herbed in the Ganges,

Natal, Lancaster, London, Firefly and ArgonButommon with many of his comrades who lost their

lives in the Vanguard disaster, he went through the Battle of Jutland unscathed. He had had no leave
since Novembebut was expected tajet home in Augusitb wA OKIF NRQa RSIFGK g1 &
internal explosion at Scapa Flow, this was later reported as an accidental loss and was not caused by
enemy action. 835 people lost their lives; this was the greatest number of deaths in a sicigeEnac

during the war. Some of the serving men were fortunate not to be on board at the time of the
explosion.

Fortunately Richard had jusbmpletedenough years ithe Navy to be eligible for a full pension and

this must have helped Henrietta and Doris. He is also listed as one of the fifteen freemasons who
died aboard HMS Vanguard so it ido® hoped thathis lodge took care of his wife and child after his
death.

RichdRQa YSRIfa NBFTESOG KAa fAFSQa
Petty Officer. He had a Long Service and Good conduct medal along wit
Messina Medal. This medal was presented to those people
distinguished themselves by rendering assis@ and medical treatment
during the Messina Earthquake of 1908. He was aboard HAhSasterat
this time.

Richard is remembered on th€hatham Naval Memorial as well as t
Congham Memorial.

HMS Vanguard

3 http://www.gwpda.org/naval/vanobits.htm



Herbert Coomber died Friday ¥ Septenber 1917

Herbert Coomber was not a local man but he worked as a gamekeeper on the Sandringham Estate
and lived in Congham and was therefore listed on the Congham War Memorial. He is also listed on
the Dormansland Memorial.

Herbert was born in 1883 in Litgid Kent to parents Edmund and Fanny, he was one of nine

children. The 1891 census showed that Edmund was working as a bricklayer but by the 1901 census,
when Herbert had apparently already left home, Edmund was listed as a farmer and he and Frances
remaned at Cernes Farm Edenbridge. It seems that Herbert moved around for work. On the 1911
census Herbert was living and working as a gamekeeper in Morietdime-Marsh in Gloucestershire

but according to information from the Royal Household he worked attone for the cricketer

W.G. Grace in Keffpresumablyat his home in Mottingham) if this is true then Herbert must have
0SSy Sy3aFr3aSR Ay | RAFFSNBydG tAYyS 2F g2N] G2 3l YS
setting. Military records state th&terbert was married to a woman called Rosina E. Coomber

living in Chesterfield. We found a possible marriage for Herbert to Rosina Bacon (in Henstead,
Norfolk) who was employed as a domestic servant. It is possible that she and Herbert met in service
andthat she moved away after his death to seek work. Her address in Chesterfield is no longer
standing so there is no clue there.

la | YSyd Yry AG AayQd adzNLINKBdbtgliah ofithe Buffs. A y  Wdzy' S »
September 1917 found the bation in the line at Hill 70. Hill 70 had been captured by the

Canadians the preceding month but there was still sporadic fighting. Even during the first few days

of the month, when the Buffs were not in the front line trenches, they had three men kitidd a

several wounded. On thé"SSeptember they moved into the front line trenches to relieve tfle 5

Bedford with whom they were rotating, and came under a gas attack. Two men were sent back with

gas injuries. On"Band 7" eight men were wounded and twpone of whom was presumably

Herbert¢ were wounded but died of wounds. We do not know whether Herbert died on his way to

the clearing station or therethe 33° Casualty Clearing Station was in Bethune for much of the war

and there are over three thousand men buried in Bethune Town Cemetery. Like so many men

| SNDPSNI KFER 0SSy dzyF2Nldzyl S (G2 o06S {1AftfSR 4 ¢
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William Rupert Compton Ffolkes died 30" December 1917

William R.C. Ffolkes is commemorated on the Hlllington Memorial due to his family link with that
village. He is mentioned on Congham Memorial because his mother, Sybil Cdrfigitas was
living at Congham Lodge at the time of his death.

W.R.C. Ffolkes used the name Rupert. He was born in SloudhodZA dz& i My by @ wdzLIS NI Q
Williams was the son of a churchman, his wife Sybil Maul came from the Home Counties where her

father was also a clergyman. The 1901 census showed the family living at 8 Upton Park, a prosperous

area of Slough with Victorian villas. William was working as an insurance clerk, living with Sybil, her

mother and tweyear old Rupert. The family employed thrservants and it was a comfortable

upper middleclass family. William and Sybil were not young parents and Rupert was apparently

their only child so he was probably very precious. The 1911 census showed that Rupert had gone

away to school at Cordwallists@ 2t Ay al ARSYKSIR® ¢KS F2tft2gAy3 @&
William succeeded to his title and thus became the fourth Fffolkes baronet of Hillington. In that year,

1912, Rupert went from Cordwallis to Radley School in Oxfordshire. He was a poputaucmnd

loved student, apparently a quietly devout boy, always kind and sympathetic and he was given the
FFFSOGA2Yy LGS yAOlYylIYS 2F da¢AoofSaég & 1S 0S0OFYS |
active role in chapel services. He was, it seemb2af RSy OKAf R® wdzLJSNI Qa vyl YS
honour at Christ Church College, Oxford where, it is presumed he had gained a place before joining

up.

Rupert did not take up his place at Christ Church but instead enlisted and following training gjained
O2YYAaaArAzy Ay GKS YAy3aQa wz2elft wAFES /2Nl 02VYYS
have been shaped by life in English prep and public school and would have been independent,
accustomed to both discipline and physical training and schooltkinmalues of the empire and the
church. Life in the army was less of a shock to most young officers than to many of the men. The

men however, may well have been something of a shock to young Rupert. Despite this, according to
the Radley School magazittee men in his Platoon learnt even in a few weeks to have'The life
expectancy of a young officer on the Western Front was sh&r weeks is often suggested. Sadly

this was the case for Rupert. He arrived in France 8hQ@tober 1917 and almost exhcsix weeks

later he was dead. Rupert did not die in a great battle. He was one of the many thousands for whom
death was a resubdf badluck. The 1 battalion KRRs had been in the trenches in the Canal du Nord
sector since Christmas. The weather wagese with hard frosts and on the night of 28now fell.

The Germans were shelling the line for a good deal of the time but casualties were comparatively
light. On 38' it became clear that shelling was a prelude to an attack which took place on thefight

the KRRs with trenches being overrun. Fortunately on that evening’tReylal Berks came up to

relieve the KRRs. It was on the way out that Rupert Ffolkes was killed by a shell. He was buried at 11
a.m. the following day, some of the officers anémfrom the battalion attended his funeral at

Hermes Cemetery.

For William and Sybil the loss of their only beloved child must have seemed too much to bear.
William had hoped to pass the title to his only son; it would now pass to his brother FrantiamWi

died in 1930 at Congham Lodge. Sybil lived on until 1947; she died aged 84 living back in her birth
county of Suffolk

4 Radley School Archive§bituary in Radleian of 30/8918.



Horace Rallisom died 1* April 1917

Horace was born in Swaffham in 1896. The 1901 census showed him living Bo&lewis father

Isaac was working as a farm bailiff. Isaac and Matilda had only two children with a ten year gap

between them so Horace , then aged 5, was the only child in the house as his sister Elizabeth was

aged 15 and already working. Isaac mustéhahanged his job by 1911 because the familythout

Elizabeth who had grown up and perhaps marqgdSNBE f AGAy 3 G {(G21S CSNNE ¢
GKS /2y3KFEY 2FN aSY2NRIFf NBFtSOGa GKS FI 04 GKI G
enlisted anchis effects were sent by the army to Matilda at Congham despite that fact that the War

Graves Commission listed her as living at Mintlynn.
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occupation as stpherd. He was mobilised very soon afterwagds March 1916; and sent for

training at the Norfolk Regiment depot. Horace embarked for France BiN8dember 1916 and on

arrival was posted to the"8battalion Middlesex Regiment. The winter of 19/Bwas the coldest in

living memory.Soldiers suffered from frostbite and exposure, causing them to lose fingers. The

trenches did little to provide shelter or warmth from the extreme low temperatures, especially at

night, when even clothes and blankets feosolid. The muddy walls became hard as bricks, and any

food and water became almost impossible to dadr newly arrived soldiers like Horace it would

have been a truly terrible initiation into war. It seems that Horace was killed at a time when the

battalion was in the line but not involved in any battle. The division was based near Arras and plans

were in place for the ¥ battle of Arras which would commence on 9th April. It is likely that Horace

was killed or fatally injured by a shell explosion oya@AsLIS N & o6 dzf £t SG | yR GKA& &I
soldiers who died in the day to day experience of the front line.

A horse drawn ambulance in WW1| .

Had he been injured Horace
would have been taken by
stretcher bearers and then field
ambulance to the dressing
station. From there he may have
gone to the Casualty Clearing
Station; if Horace made itto the | =
CCS we know that sadly he did n¢t
get any further. Agny Cemetery, |
where Horace is buried was a _
cemetery frequently used by field |
ambulances and it is most like :
that Horace died on the way to the aid centre.




Edward Smith- died 18" October 1918

Edward Smith was born off*®ovember 1872 in Congham. His parents were Robert and Sarah and

he had a twin brother called Charles; batiere baptised just three days later. This seems very rapid

-perhaps they were frail babies or just small. The 1881 census listed the Smith family living at Field

Road Congham. There were six out of the seven children living at home. By 1891 two mere of th

older childrenc Harry and Elizabetthad left home and everyone in the family except for Maud

who was only 13 worked on the land or in the fields. After 1891 we lose track of Edward. We know

that his brother Charles left home and went to work as a gras an ostleig the 1901 census

showed him working in Castle Rising at the (unnamed) inn. We also know that his parents died
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Norfolk Regiment Reserve from 190&iuth912 and he tried to sign on again in September 1914. He

was over 40 and, despite his previous military experience, he was finally rejected due to very poor
SeSardaKidd 2KSy FalSR G2 fAaAald KAa NBtFdAega / KF NI
as they were twins. It looks most likely that Edward had lost touch with his family and possibly he

was a regular in the army.

Edward had two army numbers because he was listed as being in two regiments. Firstf the 2

Battalion Norfolk Regiment an@sondly the & Battalion Dublin Fusiliers. It was not unusual for

men to move battalions nor even regiments if numbers were depleted. However{t&agalion

Norfolk Regiment was a battalion of the regular army which was in Bombay at the outbreak of wa

It was the battalion in which another Grimston soldier, StepRewld,was serving The battalion

gla aSyid G2 aSaz2LRdal YAl YR FNNAGSR Ay {1 GS wmdpmn
states that he was in the Balkans in 1915. What we do know is that by 1918 Edward, who despite his

age seemed to come through the war so fiascathed, was in France with the Dublin Fusiliers.

In mid-October the battalion was at Le Cateau. The town had been in German hands since 1914 and

had just been retaken. Edward and his comrades were involved in what the battalion war diary
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unexploded devices. Edward was one of only four battalion casualties killed that week with the end

of the war just three weeks away.

Edward is buried in Le Cateau cemetery. The ceryetas begun by the Germans and contains
Commonwealth, German and Russian soldiers the latter having died as POWSs.



Fred Smithc died 15" April 1918

Frederick Smith was born in 1890 to parents Henry and Anna Maria (sometimes referred to as
Maria). Tle Smiths had eight children only five of whom survived childhood. Anna Maria was born in
Harpley and after their marriage she and Henry lived there for a while before moving to
Grimston/Congham where Henry worked on the land. In 1911 the family livelduatICHill,

Congham and Frederick and his younger brother Henry were also working on the land possibly
alongside their father.

Frederick joined up in 1915; he is first registered as a soldier in May 1915 at Thirsk, ¥oFkekir
had joined the 9 Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers. The Northumberland Fusiliers were in the
support trenches on the first day of the Somme, they were then involved in fighting around the
Somme area and in 1917 they took part in the Battle ef $tarpe which was part of the Arras
Offensive. On ZiMarch 1918 the Germans launched their Spring Offensive, an attempt to finally
ONBI'1 GKS RSIRft201 2F (G(KS 2S&a0GSNYy CNRyiGd ¢2 &2YS
and for some time one twn after another fell into German hands following a strategic withdrawal
by the Allies. On"7April the Germans began a heavy two day bombardment of the Allied line
followed by an attack on"™ Their aim was to capture Ypres and the high ground aroued th
Messines Ridg&hree days later, oApril 12" the Germans made a concerted attempt to capture
Hazebrouk, a major Allied logistics centfeuch
was the pressur¢hat Haig sent &pecial order
Path through Plugstreet Wood to the troopsdwith our backs to the wall, and
Y ¥V ‘ believing irthe justice of our cause, each of us
must fight on to the end."It was during this
time and in that spirit that Fred was killed.
L t2aaAro0fteé KS gFa FTAIKIGAYI Ay
"f which was overrun soon afterwards and not
| retaken until September 1918. In tlbaos of
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remembered on the Ploegsteert Memorial with
over eleven thousand of his comrades.







